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EASTERN SHORE HISTORY. 



An Address By Thomas T. Upshur. 



NOTES— (See Vol. IX, 88-99). 



Nassawadox, Va., May 26, 1902. 
Editor Virginia Magazine of History and Biography: 

1. Let me call the attention of the readers of your Maga- 
zine, to Vol. IX, No. 1, p. 89, to the words Nassawadox (now 
Bridgetown). 

The Peninsula after one or two scares about the Indian mas- 
sacres was divided into Military precincts. On July 25, 1650 — 
Vol. 3, p. 217, "Northampton County, Va., Records" — it is shown 
that Robert Berry and others had reported that the Gingaskin 
Indians, of whom King Tom was then Chief, "were of foul 
intent towards settlers," & on 9th of October, 1651, the county 
of Northampton was divided into precincts, and officers ap- 
pointed to command them as follows: 

From lower end of Magothy Bay, to South side of "Old 
Plantation Creek," Captain Edward Douglas. 

For Regiment of Horse, Captain Peter Walker. 

From the house of Lewis Whyte to Old Plantation Creek, in- 
cluding John Little's house at Seaside, Major Obedience Robins. 

From house of Lewis Whyte including Savage's Neck. Cap- 
tain John Savage. 

For Hungars Creek, Captain William Andrews. 

For Nuswattocks Creek, Captain Stephen Charlton. 

For Occahomock Creek, Captain Edmund Scarburgh. 

For precincts of Nandua, Captain Samuel Goldsmith." 

See Vol., Orders, &c, No. 3, p. 217, and also Vol. No. 4, 
" Northampton County, Va., Records." 

The military district or precinct gathering place called Nus- 
wattocks is now called Bridgetown, doubtless so renamed be- 
cause it is not on Nussawadox creek, but is at the bridge over 
Hungars creek near its head waters. The place is indiscrimi- 
nately referred to in " Northampton County Records" as "the 
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Bridge at Nuswattocks, the bridge at Hungars, and the bridge 
over Hungars Creek at Nuswattocks, and the context shows 
that the present site of Bridgetown was where the Commission- 
er's or Justice's Court for the upper part of the County met al- 
ternately with "Old Plantation," for the convenience of the 
settlers, thereby saving them long journeys. Col. Stephen 
Charlton's home was the plantation now called the "Glebe," 
only about three miles from Bridgetown, down what is now 
called " Church Neck," which farm reverted to Hungars Parish 
to aid in the maintenance of a Rector, provided his daughter 
Bridgett, who afterwards married Isaac Foxcroft, should leave 
no issue. Over this farm there was long subsequent (about the 
middle of the past century), a law suit brought by the over- 
seers of the poor of Northampton county, which after various 
trials and appeals, ended in the Parish being robbed of it, on a 
technicality in the law, for Bridgett (Charlton) Foxcroft, died 
childless. 

2. That Eastville was called "The Horns." See Chancery 
proceedings, Vol. I, Land Causes, p. 267, Northampton county, 
Va. , Records, which reads as follows : ' ' We find that the 
bounder in the lease mentioned, to the eastward, called "The 
Horns, " is to the eastward of where the road now runs by the 
Courthouse, and that that road hath been for sixty years and 
upwards where it now runs," &c. , &c. See, also, deed from 
Joseph Godwin to Northampton county, March, 1688, Vol. xi, 
deeds, wills, &c, p. 207, Northampton county, Va., Records. 
The Chancery Proceedings referred to also contain a plat show- 
ing Courthouse, the " Holt House," at the site of the present 
hotel in Eastville, known as the "Taylor House," a very quaint 
old building, modernized somewhat, but a part of which seems 
old enough to have been the original " Holt House," and the 
road running past it with the branch, or " Horn " of the Gulf, 
or Wiscapouso, as the Indians called the branch of Hungar's 
Creek nearest to Eastville — "Rocky Branch" is the other 
" Horn." 

3. See Smith's History of Virginia, p. 109, for Captain Smith's 
first visit to the Eastern Shore, Va. 

4. "Dale's Gift." See Rolfe's Relation of Virginia, Vir- 
ginia Historical Register, Vol. 1, p. 102. See, also, the petition 
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of Henry Williams for land, Vol. i, Northampton county, Va., 
Records, May 4, 1635. " For as much as Henry Williams doth 
make appeare by sufficient testymony to oure Cor' y' he hath 
remayned in this land 20 yeares doing much Serviss ffor the 
Countrye, we certifye the same ffor the truth to the Gov' & 
Counsell att James Cittye under the title off Cor'. Itt lyeth est 
into the woods, west on the mayne Creeke, North on Henry 
Charlton's land." 

The Rev'd E. D. Neill, in his Virginia Company, p. 107, 
when quoting from Rolfe's Relation of the State of Virginia, 
and when referring to the Condition of the Colonists in 1616, 
says : 

" The places which are now possessed and inhabited are sixe. 
1. ' Henrico* and the limits. 2. ' Bermuda Nether Hundreds.' 
3. 'West & Sherley.' 4. 'Jamestown.' 5. 'Kequotan.' 6. 
' Dale's Gift.' " See Virginia Historical Register, Vol. 1, p. 101, 
and Southern Literary Messenger of June, 1839, Vol. 5, p. 401. 
See map of " Part of Colonial Virginia," attached to Cooke's 
History of Virginia, showing the location of Dale's Gift to have 
been in the southern part of Northampton county, Va. , on the 
Chesapeake Bay side of the Peninsula, about where the mouth 
of ' Old Plantation ' Creek is shown on more recent maps, and 
very near the site of the present town of Cape Charles." 

5. See "Ten Decades of the Union," by Hon. Henry A. Wise. 
For simile "The Land of the Myrtle and the Pine." 

6. See "John Porey's Narrative in relation to his travels in 
1621:" 

" Having but ten men meaningly provided to plant the Sec- 
retaries land on the Eastern Shore near Accomacke — Captain 
Wilcock's plantation, the better to secure and assist each other. 
Sir Georefe Yeardley intending to visit Smith's Isles, fell sick, 
that he could not, so that he sent me with Estinieve Moll, a 
Frenchman, to finde a convenient place to make salt in. Having 
taken a muster of the company's tenantes, I went to Smith's 
Isles where was our Salt House. Not far off we found a more 
convenient place, & so returned to Jamestown. Being furnished 
a second time we arrived at Aqoohanock (Occohannock) and 
confered with Kiptopeke, their King," &c. See Smith's His- 
tory of Virginia." pp. no, 119, 348, 413, 424, 567, and 595. 
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All of which relate in part to early settlement of the Eastern 
Shore and as to salt works. See ' ' Beverly, ' ' p. 39. 

7. "As Dales Gift being upon the Sea," &c, see " Rolfe's 
Relation of Virginia," "Virginia Historical Register," Vol. I, 
p. 101. 

8. Only nine settlers remaining at Secretaries Plantation at 
Accomack in 1621. See "Neill's Virginia Company," p. 282, 
quoting from the proceedings during the second year of South- 
ampton's Directorship. 

9. Kiptopeke(orKictopekeasgivenin "Northampton County, 
Virginia, Records"), a brother of the Laughing King. See 
"Smith's History of Virginia, p. 569, and in this same reference 
it is shown that at the time of Captain John Smith's visit in 1608, 
the Indians were estimated by him to number about 2,000. 

10. For will of Okiawampe, see vol. 1657 t0 1666, "North- 
ampton County, Virginia, Records," dated 22d April, 1657. 

11. Richard Hill — 

' ' Whereas Wathiwamp (the same name as Okiawampe and 
Wachiwampe), Kinge of the Occahannocke Indyans, hath made 
his Compl 1 to this Cor 1 that Richard Hill, Overseer unto M r 
Edm. Scarburgh, his servants, inhabitinge all Occhannocke, 
hath lately p'sented a gun att the breast Of the s i Kinge of Oce- 
hannocke whereby hee was disturbed in his huntinge, Upon 
Consideracon of y* badd Consequences wc h maye ensue upon 
such unadvised p'actices, It is thought fitt & ordered that for 
future tyme noe Englishman shall disturb, mollest, or act any- 
thinge ag'st the s d Indyan Kinge to hind r him in his huntinge, 
as they will answ'the same," 7 May, 1650. See Vol. 3, p. 212, 
"Northampton County, Virginia, Records." See order about 
" Laughing King Indyans," same volume as last reference above, 
p. 207, "Northampton County, Virginia, Records." 

12. In 1667, &c, about visitation of small pox, see order of 
Sir Wm. Berkeley. Vol. 8, p. 19, Northampton County, Vir- 
ginia, Records. See, also, Beverly's History, p. 184, quoted 
by Howe, p. 141, which says : " In 1700 the Indians of Eastern 
Virginia were almost wasted, but such towns and people as re- 
tain their names and live in bodies are hereunder set down ; all 
of which together can't raise 500 fighting men. They live 
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poorly and much in fear of the neighboring Indians. Each 
town, by the treaty of peace of 1677, pays 3 Indian arrows for 
their land, and 20 Beaver skins for protection each year. 

In Accomac are eight towns — 

i. Gingoteague — The remains of this town all joined with a 
nation of Maryland Indians. 

2. Metomkin — Which was much decreased of late by small 
pox that was carried thither. 

3. Kicquotank — Is reduced to a very few men. 

4. Matchapungo — Has a small number yet living. 

5. Ocahonnock — " " " " 

6. Pungoteague — Governed by a Queen, but a small nation. 

7. Onancock — Has four or five families. 

8. Chiconessex — Has very few who just keep the name. 

9. Nandua — A seat of the Empress — not above 20 families — 
but she has all the nations on the Shore under tribute. 

10. In Northampton — The Gangascoe (Gingaskins) which is 
almost as numerous as all the foregoing put together." 

13. The Accomacks were a branch of the Powhatans and 
spoke their language, . &c. See Smith's History of Virginia, p. 
no. See, also, Scharff's History of Philadelphia, Vol. 1, under 
Caption of "Indians," in which it is shown that the Lenape and 
Mengues united, and that a part migrated south of the Potomac 
into Virginia. See, also, Scharff's History of Maryland, Vol. 
1, p. 13, quoting Smith's History of Virginia, p. 55, referring 
to period about 161 2, says: " But there are on the River Acco- 
honnock 40 men, and they of Accomack 80 men, who doth 
equalize any of the territories of Powhatan, and speak his lan- 
guage, who over these doth rule as king. The people to the 
north, on River Tauta Wighcomoca, are of little statue, of an- 
other language from the rest, and very rude. ' ' That the East- 
ern Shore of Virginia Indians were timid and harmless. See 
Beverly, p. 39. This reference also shows that the Eastern 
Shore Virginia Indians were not included in the massacre of 
1622, and in Volume No. 2, Northampton County, Virginia, Re- 
cords, 1640 to 1645, it is shown that the English were alarmed 
by the massacre of 1644 at Jamestown, but the Eastern Shore 
Indians did not participate. 
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14. " The Laughing King once sent a deputation of Indians," 
&c. For this item see Volume No. 2, Northampton County, 
Virginia, Records. After Daniel Cugley's arrest he was sent to 
Jamestown for trial before the Governor and Council. He 
seemed never to forgive the Court for its action. He died not 
very long after, leaving considerable property to his widow, 
Hannah, and his daughter, "Margery." Hannah, said to have 
been born Tyng, a daughter of Edward Tyng, of Boston, mar- 
ried first Ensign Thomas Savage, the interpreter, by whom she 
had a son, John, afterwards Captain John Savage, who received 
a patent for a Grand Dividend of land 9,000 acres in right of 
his father, " Ancient Thomas Savage." A part of this land is 
yet known as "Savage's Neck," in Northampton County. 
Hannah survived Mr. Cugley but a short time. 

15. That " Roanoke" was made of shells, see Charles Camp- 
bell's History of Virginia, p. 55, and also in many places in the 
Records of Northampton and Accomac Counties, Virginia. 

16. The Plantation of Accomac grew in strength until 1634, 
&c. See Palmer's State Papers, Vol. viii, p. 35; also, Census 
of 1634, quoted in "Virginia Carolorum," pp. 114, 115. 

17. " On the 2d of March, 1642," the name of the Plantation 
of Accomack was changed to Northampton County. See Hen- 
ing's Statutes, Vol. 1, p. 249. 

18. " Debedeavon, " the Indian Emperor. His name was 
spelled several ways — Debatavon, Depatiavon and others. 

19. For proof of Colonel Edmund Scarburgh's official posi- 
tions, see Acts of Assembly, No. 11, 10th September, 1663 

20. " For List of Grievances," see Virginia Magazine, His- 
tory and Biography. Vol. ii, No. 3, p. 289. 

22. That Black Beard, the Pirate, was Edward Teach, and 
was from Accomac County, Virginia, see Wheeler's History of 
North Carolina, part 1, p. 38 ; also Williamson's History of 
North Carolina, Vol. 2, pp. 2-1 1; also, Martin's History of 
North Carolina, Vol. 1, pp. 281-286 ; also, Biographical Sketches 
ot both Edward Teach and Governor Drummond, by Dr. Ste- 
phen B. Weeks, Santa Fe, New Mexico. There are, possibly, 
some members of the Teach family living in Accomac County 
now. One Mrs. Mary Teach, nee Justice, died near Marion- 
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ville, in this county, which is only a few miles from my residence, 
about the year 1887 or 1888. She and her husband were natives 
of Accomac County, Virginia. 

23. Court Records. All the Cases mentioned in the Address 
on page 96 of the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
Vol. ix, No. 1, can be found in the first three volumes of North- 
ampton County Records, and the Matrimonial Wager between 
George Scovell and Mr. Mountney, concerning Wm. Burdett 
and the Widow Saunders, can be found in Vol. No. 1, 1632-40, 
in the year 1633, Northampton County, Virginia, Records. 

24. In the closing paragraph of the address appears the words : 
"Her table is the Gourmand's Heaven, and is always full." 

I think it is generally conceded that although few residents of 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia get rich, it is as easy a region to 
make a living in as any in the world. In 1886, when searching 
some old chests of papers pertaining to the estate of one of my 
ancestors, I found an old contract made between the deceased 
and another man, who agreed to hire a slave from him, and in 
the contract it was stipulated that the said slave ' ' should not be 
fed on Terrapin oftener than three times a week." I presented 
the contract to Mr. John Teackle, of Baltimore, Md., who prob- 
ably has it yet as a curiosity. It was dated, during the closing 
year of the 18th century. Before the late Civil War, diamond- 
back terrapins were very cheap and plentiful ; so were oysters, 
clams, wild water-fowl, and fish abundant. ' ' Water vegetables, ' ' 
as they were called in ante bellum days. Now all are obtainable 
in their respective seasons, but at comparatively exhorbitant 
prices. 

Hoping that I have proven the main points in my address to 
the satisfaction of yourself and the many readers of your Mag- 
azine, 

I am yours faithfully, 

Thos. T. Upshur. 



